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|to«tee«Ctii|0 me tlir iter. 



» AT a mettinf of the mMobert of the har of the eomitj of Wiiehiii|ton, 
held at the coart hooBe, in the town of Salem, on the 13th dav of March, Im— 
Hon. Gbsrit WurDSLL, waa called to the chair, and Juw S, hngk, Esq. appoint* 
ed aecretary. 



The membexv of this har hen^ deeply i mpre w e d with thoTer^ able and elo- 
^ent diaconrae deUvered by the Rev. Dr. Proudfit, at hia Church in thia Tillage^ 
in oommemoration cf the death of the late Got. Clinton :— 

Therefore, resolved. That a committee of three membora of the bar be ap- 
pointed to wait on the Rev. Dr. Proudfit, and reqneat a copy of hia diaconrae lor 
publication. 

Betolved, That John MXean, jon. Samuel Stevena, and Roewell Weston, 
Eaquirea, compose that committee. ^ 

GERRTT WENDELL, Chmrman. 
Js88X 8. LsiOB, Secritary, 
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A SERMON, 
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coMMJBico&ATnn or tbx Bvprf kt T|LS«sf!9t A«r r«|V4iil^^n*vs*» amo rmuc 

VWn9Mi 99 VM StOXLUHCT DX WITT CLOTOV, LATB OOTSBVOK 

•r f HX STATX OV nw-YOBK : 



PREACHED AT SALEM, X Y. MARCH U, 1826. 



BY ALEXANDER PROUDFITi D. J). 

• I 



/(^ 



Of VvfwteH fts Sam I? Atefieinmi. 

1828. 



"^'^E JV?*^ YQj^^ 

OORBIHIirOltDBHOII. 



Sir — ^In eompliance vith a retfolatibn, adopted at a meeting of the gen- 
tlMnflB of the bar of the coniitf of Waahington, we bave the pleasure of transmit- 
tmg to yoa a copy of that resolution, and of respectfully requesting that you will 
consent to fiimisli us with a copy of the discourse referred to a fSat resdution, 

AeopaetfhBy your Obt SerT*ts. 

JOHN MCLEAN, jlln. 
MiBii Mtr^ 13. 18S8. SAMUEL STEVENS. 

ROSWELL WESTON. 



Baixv^ March 15, 1836. 
9iti9. JOr, A, Frpudfit^ 

Sir— We the undersigned, Committee of Arrangements^ eordiilUy 
tender you our thanks for the able and eloquent discourse deliveied by you, at 
the request of the citizens of this town, on the occasion of the death ef the lament* 
•d Got. CUatoiiyaiKl respectfully' solicit a copy of that discourse for puhUcattoiL. 

Respectfully your Ob*t Senr'ts. 

JOHN MXEAN, jun. 
JOHN M'MXmRAY, 
WILLIAM MTARLAND, 
ASA FITCH, 
JFOHN WU-LARP, 

3V> %ht Cvi9>wUUe9 of th» Bar^ <md tff the ckizens^ of SaUm. 

In compliaiice with your reauest, I transmit a copy of the sermon eo|n- 
IMinoratiye of ue virtues of our late ulnstrious Chief Magistrate, and regret that, 
pwing to the pressure of other duties, J ha4 W^ ^^ ^ render it ^lore worthy of 
the ociwon «p4 the andifi|KW. 

With great respe<;f , I am yowr friend, and humble senrant, 

ALEXANDER PROUPFIT., 
Stkmi March l^j 188^. 
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——AND 117 THINS HAND IT 18 TO MAKE GBXAT 1 Ckron. XXU. f2. 

HOW ABE THE MIGHTY rAi:.LXv ! .9 Sam. i, 19. 

TO contemplate the perfeclions of God, as (hey 
are exhibited in the immense variety of his works ; in 
all that diversity of property which he has imparted,' 
both to matter and mind, is an exercise equally plea- 
sant and profitable. Amidst these contemplations we 
discern a display of wisdom, and power, and munifi- 
cence to which there are no bounds, and of sovereign- 
ly which we are constrained to admire and adore. In 
the inanimate parts of creation, one object delights 
with its variegated colouring ; another with its exqui- 
site odours, while the magnificence of another excites 
our admiration and awe. There, is scarcely a compa* 
rison between the atom which fioats in the air, invisi-' 
ble to the naked eye, and that Prince of luminaries 
which rolls majestic in the heavens, and in his course 
sheds light and heat and joy through every part of the 
sysleip vvhich we inhabit; In those various orbs which 
are connected with our world, and on which we fre- 
quently ga^e ^ith delight, different degrees of gran- 
deur are visible. " The glory of the celestial is one, 
9nd the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is 
one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars; for one star difieretb 
from another star in glory/' Who can count all the 
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links of that tnigtif y chain io animated being which 
extends from the little insect^ that moves uoperceived 
upon the earth, to the eagle, who fearlessly stretches 
her wings, and explores the trackless air, and mounts 
up to the heavens, and, as the patriarch sublimely ex- 
presses it, *< maketh her nest on high V* If we pursue 
our contemplations, and make a transition from the 
regions of matter to (hose of mind, the same diversity 
appears in the system of rational being. We read io 
scripture of << angel and arch-angel," of *' cherubim 
and seraphim," of ** thrones, and dominions, and prin* 
cipalities, and powers." Even in this heavenly hie- 
rarchy while we discover a diversity of rank, some 
subordinate and others superior, we also behold a di« 
verstty in their grade of intellect, one angel soaring 
above another angel in greater expansion of mind.*— <* 
But probably there is no department throughout the 
empire of Jehovah where this variety is more vbible 
than in the family of man. While its members are 
created with a difference of external form, varying 91 
colour, in complexion, in stature, and strength of bo- 
dy, they differ equally in their intellectqal endow- 
ments; in their capacities for occupying exalted star 
tions, and exerting an important influence in control* 
ling the affairs of the world. And in all this distinc- 
tion it becomes us to realize the sovereign agency of 
Him '< who worketb all things after the counsel of his 
own will ;" whose prerogative " it is to n^ake great.'* 

Fellow-Citizens-^ We are convened, on the pre- 
sent occasion, by a dispensation of Divine Providence 
both affecting and awful. The Chief Magistrate of 
this commonwealth ; the man on whom the eyes of 
the people of our own state, of our common country^ 
of no inconsiderable portion of the civilized world, 
have been fastened with eager and elpvated expecta- 
tions, is among us no more ; no more to direct the 
destinies of our rapidly rising empire; no more to 
prosecute and complete those magnificent schemes of 
public improvement which his own mighty mind bad 
projected, and so auspiciously commenced; no more 
la foster by his influence and counsels the arts and the 



Sciences ; m» iii^re to sooth tfafe atiguisb of ttie'opprei* 
iedt to dry vp the tears of the orphan, aqd the wjdow^ 
and the fatherless, hy devismji; other meflm for th<i 
ttoeIk>r9tiofi of their miseries ; no more to cherish by 
his commanding presence and eloquence those reli* 

S*ous instittitions which contemplate for their objecf 
e immortal interests of the destitute i«i our owf| 
cbuntry and throughout the world. By the sorereigiu 
mysterious, yet all- wise visitation of the great Arbiter 
br life and of deaths he is suddenly rembred from m ; 
i^moted in the full vigour of his intellectual strefiglh ; 
In tile unabated ardour of bis exertions for the public 
Welfare ; in the zenith of his usefdiness, *' when his glo* 
ry was yet fresh in him," and his sun of life had scarce- 
ly crossed its meridian. " How are the mighty fallen f * 
It is an interesting fact in the gorernment of God 
that the same individual rarely, perhaps never, appear* 
ed equally distinguished in- the church and in the 
World. Although the members of these kingdoms are 
intermingled in the present, promiscuous state, and 
interwoven by a thousand dimrent relations, yet the 
kingdoms themselves are utterly distinct, and indepen- 
dent of each other ; they are subordinate to difierent 
heads ; they are governed by different codes of law, 
and are instituted for different purposes ; the one be* 
ing intended to regulate the destinies of man for time, 
and the other to promote his happiness for eternity ; 
and therefore no man ever appeared equally pre-emi«^ 
nent in advancing the interests of both. A beneficent 
God is more impartial in the distribution of his ho* 
npurs than to accumulate them with such profusion 
on the same person, and render him alike illustrious 
in *^that kingdom which is not of this world,'^ and ii} 
that kingdom which is of this world. When, there- 
fore, an eminent luminary in the church is suddenly 
extinguished; a man celebrated for bis gifts, for bis 
races, for b?s uniform and ardent devotion to the 
onoiir of his Master, and to the interests of the souls 
of men, there is occasion for the Chnistian to mourn* 
"Samuel the prophet died, and all Israel lamented 
him/' When a luminary in the commonwealth is sudr 




^enljr extiipuislHKi; n mf^tmle, leniuwDt far ibm 
splendour pi bis taletits, for the rarieiy and lujsilre oif 
bis virtifes ; for his faithful and disinterested exertioim 
in promoting the welfare of bis cauiitry ^aod of oi^iit 
kind, the citizen ^ then called to ''put on sackdpth'^ 
mod n^ourn the bereavement. '' Josiab the kiiq; was 
sJaio in tlie field of battle,'* and the sacred bistorian 
inforcns us that ''all Juda|i and Jerusalem raour/iad foi; 
losiah : and Jeremiah the prophet lamented for Josi-* 
ah» and ail the singing men afid singing w^men spal|^ 
of Josiab in their lamentations." 

In attempting^ with great deference and^diffi-* 
dence, to direct the reflections of this bonaurftbtl^ 
Court, and highly respected audience, in a mapner-afit 
swerable to the solemnity of the occasion, it is design* 
ed to illustrate the agencv of God in the elevation of 
, particular men, and notice those inoral instructions 
which may be derived from their death. , 

L Individuals are great originally by the supe* 
riority of their intellectual endowments ; by receiving 
from their Creator powers of mind answerable in their 
extent to the loftiness of the station which they are 
designed to occupy, and the arduousn^ss and iqaporr 
tance.of the work which they are destined to accom* 
pitsh. While the Lord God acts independently and 
without control in every part of his dominions, per^ 
forming all his pleasure by an. agency invisible^ yet 
absolute and irresistible, be executes his purposes by 
secondary instruments, and furnishes tbem with every 
qimlification requisite for the execution of the work 
which he assigns them. Men are frequently consider^ 
ed the authors of their own destinies in the world ; 
they are represented as rising to fortune, or fame, or 
influence, by their own exertions with the combina*' 
tion of external causes ; and there is a degree of truth 
in the assertion. Much depends on our own prudence, 
and perseverance, and enterprize, with the concur^ 
rence of auspicious circumstances, for that grade of 
elevation to wlj^ch we advance in society, and that in* 
fluence which we possess in controlling the aflTairs of 
the world. Yet, the man who ultimately becomes 
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great, was ortginaHy great. l%ose emergencies which 
roused him to exertion, and placed him in a conspicu* 
OU8 position were only the occasion of evolving ancl 
awaking to actioVi talent which formerly lay folded in 
bis bosom as its native element. The skilful archi- 
tect, who contemplates the erection of an edifice, sl- 
dapts the foundation, both in its extent and solidity, to 
the magnitude of the superstructure which* he intends 
to build on it. Any spot of earth, however barren, 
maybe rendered in some measure productive by a 
high degree of cultivation, but where extraordinary 
productions are expected the sbil itself must be na- 
tively fertile. The acorn by the germination of 
which the oak of most majestic form is produced, dif- 
fers in its original strata from the acorn which produ- 
ces the ordinary tree. These observations are as ap- 
plicable to the mental and moral world as they are to 
the material. When a sovereign God, in his pre- 
seiencej ordains an individual for some extraordinary 
enterf>rize; for exploring the untrodden path, or the 
execution of some project t>eyond the ordinary sphere 
of human exertion,be endows him with a talent com- 
mensurate to the arduousness and magnanimity of the 
design. The mind of such a man is cast in a mould 
of extraordinary dimensions, and all the energy, which 
he displays in the projection or prosecution of bold, 
original enterprizes is merely the explosion of genius 
deposited by the hand of his Creator. '* There is a 
spirit in man, and the inspiration of the Almighty giv- 
eth him understanding/' When the tabernacle of 
novel, complicated machinery, was to be constructed 
in the wilderness for the worship of Jehovah, men were 
qualified for the purpose; <^they were filled with the 
spirit of God in wisdom, and in knowledge in all man- 
ner of workmanship" for the execution of the design. 
To one the Lord God communicates a vigilance which 
no intrigue can elude ; another he inspires with a for- 
titude of spirit which danger cannot appal ; to another 
be imparts a firmness of purpose which disaster cannot 
diriiearten ; another he inspires with a degree of pa- 
tience which neither toil, nor successive disappoint- 

B 
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ments can exhaust; (o another he imparis a purity, a 
disinterestedness of motive which no temptation can 
either bribe, or corrupt; another he inspires with ft 
spirit for daring enterprize ; for bold, undaunted ad^ 
venture in the moral, or political, or physical work!. 
Thus we behold Newton, by the efforts of his own ge» 
Dius, rising spontaneously from his native sptiere ; 
with the darins{, adventurous flight of the eagle soaring 
to the heavens; surveying (hose radiant orbs wliicb 
there revolve in infinite space ; numbering and nam- 
ing them; measuring their magnitudes; ascertain* 
ing their relative positions ; computing the velocity of 
their motions; calculating also their distances from 
each other, and from us. While Newt6n ranges over 
the untrodden, immeasurable fields of matter, Locke, 
with a talent equally original, and still more acute, 
undertakes to explore the darker region of mind ; pur- 
sues it in all its windings and labyrinths ; evolves its 
most intricate foldings ; analyzes its curious mecba- 
nism ; developes its resources ; unfolds its motives, 
and with a magic hand touches all the sprhigft of bu- 
tnnn action. And yet, aithungh these men stood a- 
lone, erected like prominent light-houses on the shore 
of oceans of matter and mind hitherto unexplored, 
were there not thousands who had t>een educated with- 
in the walls of the same college; drinking at the same 
fountains of ancient and modern literature, and receiv- 
ing instruction from the same lips? But they ware 
formed by their Creator for venturing out of the ordi- 
nary track ; for taking a wider, more exrursive range, 
and exploring an unknown path in which others inigbt 
follow to deeper discoveries of his perfections astliey 
are displayed in the immensity of his works. And 
while we behold sovereignty in this dispensatioti of 
the Almighty, we may also discern his infinite wi^cma. 
The talent is not lavished where there is not some i<n- 
portant design to be accomplished. Other Newlons 
are not furnished because there are not other systems 
and worlds to be unfolded to human vteM, and other 
Lockes would be superfluous unless ttie mind of man 
had undergone an entire revolution in its powers ftnil 
principles of action. 
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2d. The Lord God renders men great by assign- 
ing Ibero fiiluations on the public theatre where their 
various talents may be exerted in the most conspicu- 
ous manner, and to the greatest advantage for the adr 
vancemenl of his own glory, and the interests of their 
generation. iVlany, without doubt» have passed thro* 
the world in obscurity ; moved unnoticed in the hum- 
bler walks of lifey who, with the advantages of educa- 
lion and otlier favourable circumstances, might have 
reflected honour on the most exalted stations in so- 
ciety* 

*' Hearti once pregnant with evieitial fire, 
Hande whiob the rod of empire might h»?e ewmyed, 

<< Or waked to ecetaey the liviag lyre. 
Bat knowledge to their eyea her ample page, 

*^ Rich with the spoils of time, did ne'er nnrol ; 

*^ Chill penury repressed their 9oh]p rage, 

'* And froze the genial current of the eooL'* 

A lamp, however liberally replenished with oil, 
er however luminously it blazes forth, must illumine a 
very contracted sphere unless placed on some emi- 
tienee. The natural sun, by having his position in the 
centre, irradiates, and fertilizes, and cheers every orb 
in the system with w^hich be is connected. Thus the 
Disposer of events, when be ordains an individual to 
be great, furnishes some prominent theatre on which 
be may act, and in his providence prepares the way 
for his advancement to occupy it; calls him forth to 
some elevated situation in society favorable for the 
exercise and exhibition of all his endowments, both 
natural and acquired. Moses was naturally a ^oocfifjf 
child, his countenance beamed forth the lustre of in- 
nate talent; **he was learned also in all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in 
deeds," yet be emerged from obscurity, and rose <o 
ever-memorable notice by bis call to execute the pur- 
poses of heaven in the redemption of his kindred from 
the chains of the obdurat^e jPharaQb. Th^ moral 
gloom, deeper than the shades of miclnigbjt, which bad 
settled for ages upon the nations, was the occasion pJT 
l^fsing to imperishable remembrance in the church 9 
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Luther^ a Cal?iD» a Cranmer, and a Knox# who were 
the instruments of dissipating that darkness by the dtf- 
fusion of evangelic light. The groans of the Britons, 
extorted alternately by the incursions of foes without^ 
and the oppressions of tyrants among themselves, were 
the occasions of rendering so illustrious in the history 
of civil liberty their Alfreds, and Marlborougbs, wd 
Sydneys, and Bamdens : and the revolutionary cim- 
ilict in our own country, and the consequent establish* 
ment of our popular institutions on the broad basb of 
equal representation, have engraven on monuments 
more imperishable than marble or brass the names of 
our Washingtons, and Adam^s» and Jefiiprsons^ and 
Clintons, and their illustrious compeers and. compan-^ 
ions in the field, and in the cabinet. These men were 
naturally great ; the foundation of their future eleva- 
tion was laid deep, by the hand of their Creator, in the 
original structure of their intellect ; and the peculiar!* 
ty of the age and country where they reBpecitively a* 
rose merely brought into requisition their native Her- 
culean powers. They were furnished by nature with 
a panoply, and the battles which they were obliged to 
fight; the duties which they were called to perfprm 
on the broad theatre of the worlds afforded oppoituni- 
ty for the exercise of every part of their armour. The 
angry storms which they were called to breast ; the 
numerous obstacles to be surmounted ; the exigencies 
for which it was necessary to make provision; the 
collision of feeling and of interest, which they were 
obliged either to soften or control, in the boldness of 
their enterprise, required the full exercise of their pa- 
tience, and heroism, and all their intellectual resour- 
ces. And yet although a thousand adventitious, and, 
in our estimation, accidental occurrences co-operated 
in exalting them to the highest pinnacle of human 
greatness, every step which they advanced, from the 
commencement of their elevation until they had reach- 
ed the summit of their glory, was directed by the in- 
visible, alNcontrolling agency of the sovereign Ru)er 
of the Universe. ** Promotion cometh neither from 
the east, nor from the west^ nor from the souths, but 
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from JehoTali alone. He puttetfa down one/ and set- 
teth another up." All this dominion in the ** armies 
bc^h of heaven and of earth" be cballengeth as his 
own high and unalienable prerogative. " By me kings 
rftign and princes decree justice ; by me princes rule 
%vA nobles, even all the judges of the earth." He 
created the worlds and founded the church for the dis-^ 
{day of bis perfections, and qualifies the instruments 
of bis own selection for managing the interests of both. 
Tfaerefore our tribute* of respect to the memory of 
distinguished benefactors, either civil or ecclesiastical^ 
ought to be mingled with devout emotions of grati* 
tttde to that Being who '< teaches our senators wis- 
dom;" who gives purity of motive to our patriots; 
who endows them with talents corresponding to their 
bigfa Tocfation ; whose peculiar prerogative it is to 
" make great." 

From these reflections on the agency of God in 
raising particHilar men to distinction, we are led to 
contemplate 

II. Those moral instruetions which may be deri- 
ved from the death of the illustrious. *' How are the 
mighty fallen f' 

1st. In this event we learn the perishable nature 
of all the g^lory of this world. There is a splendour 
holering around genius, and fortune, and noble rank, 
and bigb literary attainment, and elevated station, 
wbicfa almost necessarily dazzles the eye of the spec- 
tator. Perhaps no* one, not the most stoical, the most 
mortified to the world, is capable altogether of resist- 
ing the fascinating charm ; but in death the spell is 
instantly dissolved; the enchantment is broken, and 
all the brilliancy which formerly fascinated is succeed- 
ed by sullen darkness and gloom. Before the assault 
of tbks last foe, ** the king of terrors," all created dis- 
tinctions are prostrated in promiscuous ruin, and all 
classea of men must bow in prompt, although reluc- 
tant submission. The dart of this fatal archer is le- 
velled with equal execution against the master and 
the slave /against the loftiest monarch and the most 
insign^cant clown. ' 
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<< In i^te of all your towen ; 

<* The tall, tbe wise, the reyerend heid 

** Must lie as low aa ours." 



It is no matter bow exalted tbe position wUch tfat 
individual occupied ; it b no matter bow large the 
sphere wbicb be illumined by the blase of bis genius 
or learning; ; it is no matter how many thoirsands or 
millions be had trodden beneath bis feet in tbe protid 
march of his military prowSss; tbe moment he is 
touched by the iron sceptre of tbe mcMnircb of tbe 
grave bis glory is blighted ; *^ his breath departs ; he 
returns to his earth ; in that rery day bis thoughts pe- 
rish." Come, most respected bearers, and retire with 
me for a few moments to the grave, and there we may 
see inscribed in characters the most legible TAarrY 

OP TANITIES ; ALL IS TANITT : ALL FLESH IS AS GRASS, 
AND ALL THE GLORY OF MAIf IS AS THE FLOWER OF TWm 

GRASS. Here you behold the eye, which onee dazsted 
with its lustre, now languid and dim; the voice, wfaieh 
Gnce delighted, and awed, and overwhelmed with tbe 
resistless energy of its eloquence, is now ^leot for 
ever; that countenance, which once beamed brtelii- 
gence and good will, has become pale, inexpressiTe, 
and ghastly; he whd once i^t majestic upon tbe tbroiiey 
wearing the crown, waving tbe sceptre, or who hnA 
marclied at tbe bead of victorious legions, now lies a 
submissive victim at tbe shrine of this unreientii^, all- 
conquering foe ; and he who claimed homes, or villa- 
ges^ or territories as his property is now coniaed to 
tbe narrow coffin and grave as bis inheritance and 
home, *^ How are the mighty fallen P' Tell me, wbo 
Gf you could now discriminate tbe 6ufA of a CsBsar 
from that of the most insignificant soldier who bad 
fought in his ranks, or assisted in sieving for him ike 
laurel and tbe palm ? Who of you could distingokh 
the asbes of the sceptred monarch, wbo iCHipoe arrogated 
provinces, or continents, or e^n the wc^d as bis do* 
minion, from those of tbe most abject 'minion whom 
he had imperiously controlled ? 

^. We learn from the death of the iliattriotis 
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ilie folly of relyifif on areated ifirtnuiieiits at our de- 
fence or support. We are all naturally prone to ex- 
tremes in relation to those who appear in the charao- 
ter of rulers, either civil or sacred, and are often guil- 
ty of vilify mg the persmis, and undervalui^ the ser-* 
▼iees of our most generous benefactors. We look 
pnneipally' at their supposed ioiperfections ; at their 
ofloissiom of irhat in our opkiion they nright have per* 
fermed, or at every error, real or itm^tinary, with 
which they appear chargeable in their official capaci* 
ty , and these defects . are industriously and wilfully 
eiposed, and even exaggerated. VYhen any new 
tvoubte occurred in the camp of Israel, during their 
joomeyingB to Canaan ; when any obstacle impeited 
their mar^, or an enemy invaded or annoyed, ,tbey 
instantly ^Mnurniured against Moses," their disinterest- 
ed, m^nanimous deliverer. Again, owing to the 
same iirfatuation, or atheism which is interwoven with 
our ^^^aerate nature, we often idolize the instru- 
iBents of our blesriogs, and in our estimation substi- 
tute them in the room of a muniieeii God. We ima- 
gine that a particular, prmAinMt personages were re- 
moved; tbeae who have been long, and signally in- 
struflioiAal in adivancif^ the interests of tte cburci), 
or of the nation,, the 1ms is irreparable ; that all pro* 
gress in religion, and improvement in the art^ and 
the sciences, and civil goi^rament must necessarily 
be arrested. Such conclusions, betray a shameful 
and criminal depiffidence on ^ the arm of flesh ;" a 
confidence on the creature which ought to be reposed 
exclusively on the Creator, who is iS>le, with infinite 
ease, to accomplish his purposes vutbout the interven- 
tion of instruments, or to replace others in the room 
of those whom be removes. Previous to the transla- 
tion of Elijah, that prophet of distinguisl^d memory 
under tlie former dispensation, the youthful Elisba 
enclaiflfts, in tiie language of distrust and desponden* 
ey, ^< My father, my father, the chariots of Israel, and 
the horsemen tbereof !'' foreboding that with the trana- 
lalion of I be man The safety, and prosperity; and glory 
of the nation must necMsarily depart. Perhaps the 
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impocteiiee of ibis roomrk fam tarelj 9tppe»%4i moau^ 
d^yious than ia the history of EnjeUnd at the* eo«« 
meiuremeat of the reformatioiu Edward the Vltb, 
e&rly appeared on the side of the refbrmens, and,* wktfar 
thetr cause, identified bis own fame, and fortune,: mkI 
ds8tinte€ for bolb warlds. Such r.f^re the piety ,r and 
tateoti, and zeal of this amiable Prii«€e, that the taMt 
elevated hopes were entertained from bis itiftiaettce in 
promoting tbe new religion. But tbe prospects mt 
the Protestants were svM^y and awfuUy douded^ 
in the premature removal by, death of tbki heir appa- 
rent to the throne, and with bis body their hopes weM 
seemingly entombed. Yet noiwithstandiiig ttese poe- 
tentous forebodings, tbe light of tb6^ reforiiwtiieo con^ 
tinai^d to burst fort!b> its radiancc^wzls difi!ijsed in e^Mh 
ry direction, and Jt has been ''^bii&ig brighter aad 
brighter'' unto the present day. ^ 

3d. ''The mighty fall" that ottiers^nray have asi 
opportunity of advancing on the theatr^^f public Itfs^ 
and in their turn occupying their talents in the servioa 
ef tiheir God, attd of their generation. There is m 
cMistant ebbing and flowi^ in all the affairs of man^ 
and as no particular country or age is boAouired by 
the sovereign disposer of evimts for the aecon^ish* 
ment of all that is excellent or interesting in the worl^ 
heither will any individual be permitted to. live for 
evier, and monopolise an eicclusive pre^mineace^ M 
Is obviously the divine pleasure that there should be 
a frequent revoli^tion in what k deemed mrat d^ira* 
ble or estimable on earth* Barely do wealth, or ta** 
lent, .or influence, or temporal dignities descend thro* 
many succei@ive generations in tbe same family ; and 
agreeably to this plan of the divine administration^ 
men, who have been filling up for a consid^able time, 
an extended and elevated sphere in society ; who have 
attracted the attention and commanded the admiration 
of others by tbe lustre of their talents, or the eminene& 
of tbeir usefulness are called from the publfe thea^ 
tre that an avenue may be opened for others to ad« 
vance in tbeir room, and become emulous of the same 
honourable distuiction. Moses was employed for re-^ 
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4miTmg tbe effiprmg of Abraham from tlieir degn- 
flaliim afi4 serTitode Id Egypt, but losbua must intro^ 
dtiee ttiein to tbe actual possession of the land of pro« 
mims, Bavid, under the inspiration of Ibe Akmgbt^r, 
nmA ttt Mie fsrv4»iir of bis zeal, projected the magnifi- 
Mfit pfam of the^^^mple, aad with a liberality bonoura* 
Me to htmself and las eause, furnished the n»tertab^ 
Itttt far Soloaiori, his son and suecesaor, was reserved 
Ihe glory of' buitdSag tbe boiise/ The twelve apostles 
of the LamK '' fuH of the Hol^r Ghost and of faith,'' 
laid broad and dee|> the foundation of the Gbrktian 
6bttre6, but in their order they all djed, that others^ 
ftlted with the same Spirit, and fired with the same 
mat, might carry on the sacred superstructure. Lu^ 
Mier, and Gaivio» and Knox were the primary instru* 
tMOts 6( sweeping off tiiat rubbish of superstition, 
with wtticb mercenary priests* and princes bad for ages 
bee<! ooncealing the true light, but they rested from 
lleir tabouns, and others ha?e been employed, and 
wilt be employed in the diffitston of this light, until its 
radiatiee ia reflected orer every land, wid the earth is 
iliiitniBed with it» glory. Our fathers, of venerated 
memory, were honored by tbe God of nations for de«* 
mmistrating with new evidence, on this western conti** 
■eniy tbe principles of rational liberty ; for vindicating 
the ttiiaJienable rights of man, and creating a new era 
in the intellectual, and moral, and political condition 
<if tlie world, and afterwards retired from tbe public 
theatre, and on us tlieir descendants and successors 
rests the oMigatton of cherishing the sacred deposit; 
of aiming to roll back this flood of light to tbe shores 
of every continent and isle, tmtil the recognition of tbe 
equal rights of man has become co-extensive with the 
(circumference of our globe, and co-eval with the du- 
ration of time. 

Tim occasion of our meeting and your own ex-* 
pectations require that I now advert, for a few mo- 
ments, to the character of our late, iliustricius Chief 
Magistrate, whose death we, in common with his fami* 
ly, and friends, and the nation, have been deploring. 
When an indlvidaal becomes dtstinguiriied in any ot 
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tbe great deparlments of human life, as a poet, or phi* 
iosopber, or hero, or di?iDe, different countries often 
appear emulous for tbe honour of giring him birtb. 
Seven cities in Greece offered their pretensions for 
being regarded as tbe birth place of tbe immortal Ore' 
cian bard. But in the present instance there is no 
room for competitions of this kind. De Witt Clinton 
was a native of our own state, born in tbe county of 
Orange, in tbe month of March, 1769. Although he 
was too young to occupy a prominent station during 
our struggle for independence, yet he early embarked 
on the agitated ocean of political life, and^ wHh few 
intervals for repose from its anxieties and toils, has 
been constantly employed in some important, respon* 
sible situation^ as an expression of the confidence of 
bis fellow citizens in his talents and virtues^ He ofll- 
ciated alternately as mayor of the city of New- York, 
as a senator in the councils of this state, as a senator 
in the councils of the United States, and by your suf- 
frages has been called, at four difiVrent periods, to 
preside over you in the capacity of Chief Magistrate. 
His exertions, in the cause of his country and of man- 
kind, commenced before he had fully attained tbe ma- 
turity of manhood, and they terminated only with tbe 
termination of his earthly existence, as he had been 
attending to the discharge of bis official duties on the 
very day which preceded his death ; nay, after tbe fa- 
tal arrow had left its quiver, and was actually on tbe 
wing, and had nearly reached its illustrious victim, be 
was mingling familiarly in the society of bid children, 
and with tbe affection of a fond father communicating 
parental instruction and advice. 

** Ah ! erael death is alwsya near, 
^* ^o frail a thing is man." 

De Witt Clinton was emphatically ** rocked i« 
tbe cr£|dle of liberty," and inhaled from his earliest 
infancy its genial, uncontaminated atmosphere. His 
father, James Clinton, sustained, with high reputation 
to himself and his country, the office of Major Gene- 
t*al in tbe army of the revolution, and bis still more 
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i4]6tl^4ikli6d velniiTe, Oeorise Clinton, whether we 
recollect bis eervices as a military man, i^nimaf ing the 
fp9iierous hosts of freemen to the vindication of their 
rij|tijts» or as a statesman, deliberating in our public 
councils, or as the governor of this state, or as the 
vice president of the United States, is entitled to a 
lolly emio#iice on the roll of American patriots. In- 
deed^ the love of liberty and an inextinguishable zeal 
ior lis promotion appear to have been hereditary in 
the family from generation to generation. Their 
great ancestor lived in England during the arbitrary 
reign of Charles the first, and, so far as we can ascer- 
tain, co-operated with the puritans in resisting the en- 
croacbtnents of that intolerant, licentious prince ; he 
afterwards retired to Ireland, where he married and 
spent the residue of his years. The family emigrated 
from Ireland to the American continent, and settled 
in this state during the colonial government: And 
from the first appearance, on this western horizon, of 
that storm which, burst forth in the war of the revolu- 
tion, and ultimately issued in tbe recognition of our 
independence among the sovereignties of tbe earthy 
the name of Clinton occppies a large space on the pa- 
ges of our history. 

It is altogether unnecessary, and perhaps would 
be unseasonable to detain you with a particular detail 
of the exertions of pur late governor in advancing all 
the important interests of our common country, thfs 
liberal and humane arts, the cause of science, of agri- 
culture* of commerce, of manufactures, and particu- 
larly in projecting and prosecuting to its consumma* 
tion, that splendid prodigy of modern times, the union 
of the watiers of our interior oceans with those of the 
Atlantic; an enterprise, the execution of which has 
excited the admiration and envy of tbe did world, has 
.given to his native state an acknowledged ascendancy 
over all her sisters in the confederacy, and will proba- 
bly remain a lasting source of emolument to our pub- 
lic treasury. I feel no disposition to attribute to bis 
genius or patriotism the exclusive honour of accom* 
pUshuig this mighty project of public improyement ^f\& 
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tggrtttdiMfm^* I^'eiwe the mimii #f 4iii iiaar i fctw 
HKho concurred and eoroi^aled wUli hiifi«» tim bcMW- 
v^Bt and iMfMniinoiid ^ntirprisa ; for tba ehMwter 
<^ thpse vrb0 tte yet livings eod for tbe tommmy of 
WKh as are dead, I cherisb the matt prefouiid reaped 
uid Teiieratkm. It will, howe<irsr, be readfily aekneer* 
ledged that io the eonuuenoecnent and ccmpletieA lif 
this {Mitriotie project for promoting the interests, m^ 
deratieg tbe character of oiir etaAe, De Witt Ciiotaii 
imiforml J acted a protnkient part, and oaerted a pns^ 
eminent, oontro^lling infloence. He was '* ftimms inter 
paresJ"^ In tbe widely extended fovest^ a tbousandtrees 
of aa^e^tic foiw aiay arveet Ihe eye, yet you will oc* 
casiooally aoiioe one tree tow^i eg above tbe otibers; 
awpasfiing tbem 4ti the l^tiness of its sumnait, and the 
iwider expm»o^ of its brancbes. In gaaloK upon *he 
^urening firmaiaient you bebol4 inmimeffabte ^arbe of 
Msplendeot lustre, yet here and there, scatteired ovca: 
the magnifioefit ooncave, you discover one stai^oQt- 
iNiming the others, a«d difieriog fretn them by <^ great* 
#r degrees of glory.'' 

In his political career, the Tiewf of Gliatottdkl 
not always baraioniae with those of bis conopvoiora in 
the cabinet, nor of his fellow-citizens at large. Coiii^ 
^ns of opinion, in tUs imperfect state, mast be ex- 
pected, and when managed with moderation eoQtvi- 
miter i<i iK> inconsidera^ble degree, to tbe safety «f our 
popular government. Besides, men ^equally |^at aud 
disinterested, both in the church and the cfowmiii* 
wealth, frequently entertain -difierant sentiiaaafitsviii 
relation to tlie most appropriate means for promoting 
tbe general interests of both. But no other eulogy 
over bis memory is necessary ; no higlief ouk^y can 
be pronounced; no more commaiidio^ Gonvincif^ 
testinaony of tbe possesaion wbiob be maintained in 
the con&ience, and osteem, and even tbe alieetimMi^Gf 
all, than tbe shock which was instantanecHtsly produ- 
ced by the intelligefoce of bis death ; it was vertly ike 
shock of an eartb<|aake, felt not merely through Ibo 
circle of bb family, aud friends^ and in tbe city wbma 
be resided, aqd amongUhe boneiiraUetbe rota|befS4if 



iBftery memf^'ciibe stiile and ^e ttitidti* In iht fhent- 
ff^ $mi moMl) and peiitioal mdrld, it re<s&afbtei ^mib 
ikikMB migMy eoneiisiiom id the fiartural^by wibkll 
tiw Tery ^eM»mB m^ agitated •; '^M the eirtfi treiif- 
blM td Its ceatw. *' Tbe prnfodices^f {^(Birtjr "^^e Ifr 
tftaatiy absorbed kk^be overiomng tide oT YidtiiMMil 
l^f." All beaMs'irere a^fyparentfy appaHed ; etmy 
iD^untenaiKce was said, mA Ifiepe was one gemral; ^fp<i^ 
tofieeys fouTst of lamefitation, ** bow a?e ttee Yalghiy 
fallen ! a ifoid is created in the counotts of bat ^tilt#, 
and of oar nation, ^iid of tbe ciTlKt^d woifl, wbich 
n mail, wHb im ordinaryjdimeMidns bf mivid, ts cupabte 
of flilmg Up. Who, ibm witnessed tbe meltfnrbdiy 
amne, ean for^M 4bt Melted hearts, and pMhlitfe 
aigfa, and towifig tears, of Iris perianal fii^ntfs, aiUl 
political associates, wben tb^j took tbett- fiml ^HirKte 
of his esTrtbly remafins, inajestic in tvilts, het^ «hb 
GOflSn o^iiooaled^ tbein fer ev^r ttom motial V^w ?«^ 
His refifeiiable fottn, bis impositig attilade, fals di^- 
fied deportment, bis majestic countl^ffanee, 4 ¥ii4ld %^* 
pes9ion of the loftiness of tbe sp9ri(^ wbieh enHl^cflied 
It, ^is eye %ieiamk]g inteHi^iiee ^nd IvMigtittl^, ^aiid 
hfe tdice ittipartiiiie iMtruction, timi^ long be fnef^ in 
o«ir i«icolkeotions. '^ OU»um el ven^rab^^nmitn.^ CHi* 
rimity mi^ prompt ifslo puisne tbe imm«rr#a< tpirtl^ 
tmrsfing ft^om itisitnprisontnefit in the body, and wing* 
it^ Hs e^enCfttl, afrfid flight; bfit I re^^ress t^iese bbM, 
unwttrfattted epMttiations. D^atb is the boriz?oii irtrttli 
toro^fitea iht fision of mortals. Tbe curtain wbtdi 
coBceafsihe arcana of ^e inttsiMe Wc^ is neither to 
he HHed up, nor dtuwn asld^, 1^ presunlpttiouS bttid^. 
Mew albsorbed in tbe ptiftirits of sciehce, ^r phi* 
, ov politics, ^teto stand al6o( ^nfi any attett* 
tion to the inleraMs ef religion. H the prid« i»f <(h^ 
fcnekMl sup«ria^ity tiley regard Us concerns as'scritefl 
to more vulgar, contracted minds ; to those Wh6 havb 
ittore leisnre tliaii themseires, dr ^d «rto bocilpibd iti 
apecukMiona less fetfbKnie uwd hMM»Mlig. i^romlbh 
comnwifHy of «sdolisti** Be Witt Olititon, Mth Sir 
Isaac KewtoB lAhis 8ide> and Locke/ and Bbyle^ and 



Bfiooii» and AiikliMm fto4 t beii!Gif..ollHmi<af 4^ 6nA 
order of iiiteUec4f dud Lbe bigbort attaiomaiitsjQ.lite*- 
ratore, will stitad to failure agra.an booourable oxcepr 
iia»« H? evifiMd 411 uofeigMftl nwpetk for the Cbru^- 
4iMi If lM;ioo» and eierted an iHiportwi ipfluence io 
firoiBotiiig Us more geoeral entension ; bo was occa- 
jHMMilljr employed io the iovecti^itiaQ of its royvte- 
rioe^ and defence of its doctrioM, aad I k^ve ofiea 
beard hioi expressipg an ardent solicitude tbatbas ow« 
cfaildren inigbt be ranged in tbe ranks of its ad?ocates 
and rbempions. 

Wbilo, tbereforet you find tbe literary journals 
of our owQ country, and of foreign countries^ repleor 
isbednwitb bis laboiired disquisitioos on.etbics, on jik- 
risprudence, on political ecosony, on tbe laws^ of oar 
4ure and of nations^* you ! also find tbe aonual reports 
of our befiev^alent instittttioos, of our biUe> and nii9- 
«onary, and eduqation societies, adorned and enricbed 
witb hb animated and affectionate addreases. None 
«fao feel interested in tbe distribution of tbe scrip- 
iurea#. and in the prosperity and glory of 4be cburcb, 
«can peruse, witboot an increased veneration for bis 
cbararter, tbe follofiririg extract from bis poiisbed, pow- 
erful, and eloquent pep. <^ Cbristianily being^a reve- 
lation from Qod» in diffusing tbe sacred volume we 
perform a solemn duty, and render an all-important 
.benefit io lbe world* Tbe Cbristian religion, arined 
witb power, adorned witb light, fortified by truths apd 
•reveakd by God ; foretold in tbe prophecies^ ^ttestgd 
'by miracles, sealed witb tbe blood. of saints»^nd siUbt- 
limed witb tbe morality of beaj^eos is prosootcdio 
man in order to secure bis felicity m the regioosof 
eternal bliss/'^ He was connected witb almost all 
.those great institutions. which constitute, the glory of 
Hthe present age, and, from its first organization^ was a 
fvice president of the American BiUe Society* ith»t 
Imofal luminary which bAs already irradiated <' with tbe 
,ligbt of immortality and life'' no inconsiderable, por^- 
fticKt of this western continent, end presided, at its l^ 
*«mniver8ary» witb bis characteristic digqity and ae»l« > 

* Jib addresses befbre the Amorican Bible Soeiety in }d!l(3tu4^> ' 



AUbmigh gorernor CSinteti was disCini^fiiBlicid hi 
Nberality of feeling and conduct/ towards the ^eicel' 
}ent^ of all denominations, yet bis principles, on the 
subject of ecdesiastical polity, both from ednca^ 
tion atid attachment, were decidedly Presbyterian} 
these be regarded, not only as the most scriptural, at 
the most liberal in their provisions, as the least Kable 
to prostitution from the ambition and intoierance cf 
Ae clergy, but as the most congenial to the spirit off 
our republican goTernment : He was, for several yearsv 
presidem of the Presbyterian Education Society, an 
institution formed for the purpose of furnishing a conn 
patent ministry for the supply of our frontier settle- 
ments. His sentiments on this suhject are happily er*- 
pressed in a learned and luminous address, recently 
delifered before a literary society connected with 
Union College. ^Christianity,'' he remarks, *<in its 
essence, its doctrines, and its forms. Is republican ; it 
Inculcates the natural equality of man ; it teaches our 
descent from a common parent, and it points to out 
origin and end ; to our nativity, and graves ; aifd to 
our immortal destinies as illustrations of this impress 
sive truth.** 

There was one prominent feature in the cfaarac* 
ter of Clinton, by which he stood distinguished from 
other illustrious men in general, who have been the 
ornament of our nature and world, and which, per* 
haps, contributed as much to its moral grandeur aiHl 
pmection as any excellence which we have noticed. 
While he possessed a mind capable of the widest and 
loftiest intellectual range ; comprehending, with an in* 
tuitive glance, the most intricate and difficult proUem 
in science or national policy ; interests which to others 
appeared inferior in their importance, neither escaped 
bis attention nor were left without his patronage. He 
reflected that the smaller wheels In a vast complicated 
machine were essential to its due proportions and or- 
der equally with the larger. He fostered, therefore, 
with parental solicitude and affection our infttot 
schools, our Sabbath and Lancasterian Schools, our 
Asylum for the Orphan, for the Insiine^ for the Deaf 
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tlM» himw^m ^ #iir A tnwtew i gg Md^CkU^ML Bttt Mi 
fcriowitii objieott in the empiro oC l^eni, tftdi orieM 
ivkiJMib faci-dMotieii liis fondqst at gc i a l i ftB»» Md promoted 

■ipg^j&rlifiotei wbicib we tO'SaieoMifuMir Mt^Uiiribod hi 
4Mn-' ftfHhr. TbeM^ bti vefMded ad tlm mcwA lieMtnlMft 

|i»aMii4Mr prctfrtrrfMk in wm^^ mida|>eii ft^limii 
e«^OTy> •Mfniie kn offifM ^f fMmiliraitiil>«ad.liaMwti m 
mmnm^m^h^i^^hil^emafiho ofp&leiili^bjr entattdiog 
totiiBin'tliiiffefmirts^crf'ediici^^ Ume^etalifi com 
widmmh m oooslHiitlBg^ ttodttr 4he auspkM^^C BMrfai9 
Brairidencei (be ptifiDipiiii iim eMluiiire gtiataiitte Cm 
INt^ IpwmMtMy of mm popuhir lnsHteitHMAii llt^'W«i 
Ms gtlNil f^Ktical MicNn ; oner vbicb' wfta.fm^nwiHy 
tJkeitbeiDe of biff con vecfliQttaii: it itb private^flMiMiiiyMti 
ftnder Ibe iiril^aiice of wbkb be waaariuftlod iaovw^t 
pofft^of hia offieiai co«diiol» tM a popiftiaAibii if|fiiiMiiil 
oe licfntioM* it* uilorlji iiiMfp»bl«i of setf-gMP^miottll; 
Md^OB tbo other band, tbaH a natioo, eoUf btenedi^ ami 
wtnotis, Md^ piom^ oaA m^or be emfoTodj Tbo hiA^ 
lowed flame kindled at the altars of science awl ffeiii» 
glotH b ifie Mingftiabable * aa Ihe himp9 of-beweii. ^ He» 
tbeiffmr^, remarkff, i& the addresa^ I0wfaicfa webaifia 
adliea4y aUuded,N '< Eduoaiimi ifioifidea meval bo 1ms 
tbtir i|itelltert«al culture; Ibe ^orgickaof tbe bewtrao 
bna thm of (be bead ;. and we must eeiffbatimlfy look 
ttp^lii a^getieral'diffuaion of knowledge as the p^Mi» 
tinatof a free goMrament ; tbe gitatwilee of the mplre»- 
aaptafire syfrteor; tbe Mgn of o«ir fe^rakvre eiie* 
teooei.'' These senttmeiite perfectly barmotiise witii 
Ah!^ felkmit^ admonitions of tbe immortal foundei^ttf 
Our rapuMiCy in bie fareweH adckees to tbe imtieft 
wMcb be bad defended with bis sword, imd iMterepdl 
irJIb bis counsels and benedictions; " Of adt 4lie dS»* 
poekions and habits which lead to political properHjf, 
religtOB and morality are indispensable supports. The 
unn pcditician, equally with the pious man, ought t# 
nnped and* to cMrisb thens. Promote, tbefi, as rnn 
oisgiect of princNtry importaoGCy institutions for the ge* 
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mul diffusion of knowledge. In proportion as llie 
«tnicUi«e >of a gDmcmneBt gives force lo piiUie epiii- 
Mii» it 19 essential ihH public opinion should. bb eil- 
lightett^V 

I trust :tbat I need feel no apprehensions of bciipg 
Iflspeacfaed fwitb servile adulation^ cir with an ^Mempt 
to giMtan eaa^gevatedi coloturing to tbe character of 
tbe tilustribos dead : Any extravagant induijB^enciea 
laf imagiBationjv^d be equally unbecomnixithe sar 
hamity of the poeasion, or the salnotity of >the office 
flsrbicti I sustain, or jof the place whdre I now sttad, 
and indeed derogatqiry lo the memory of our dejmsr^ 
ed benefactor and friend. His name is embalmed in 
the affeirlioBS of this fatherless, and the orphan, and 
the widow ; M is embalmed in the tender recollections 
of the patronfr of the literary, and religious^ and bene- 
Toleot institutions which adorn our country and' age. 
It is embalmed in the teaf s not only of his own hfti^y^ 
but of the nation; and posterity and the civilized 
{world} will be the. repositories of his fame. Asa patri- 
iOl^ asa etatesnnn, as a phiJosophery as 4i {>bilanthrO* 
ipdst, as a benefactor of the poor, as a generious patron 
•of the sciences and liberal arts, a^the ardent advocate 
of every magnanimous, measure, which tended to th6 
moral or political elevation of bis native state^ or to 
perpetttale tht liberties of bis country ; - as the ui^- 
•feigned friend of every iostitiution ^bich conlemplte 
jled for its object, the melioration of the miseries of 
bis fellow men, or the promotion of their immortal inte- 
rests, the fame of De Witt Clinton will roll down th6 
tide of time, augmenting in its effulgence with each 
successive age, while religion, or learning, or civil li- 
berty are appreciated in our wbrJd. His name ijs a^ 
ready inscribed on the same roll with a Washington^ 
and the honourable few, thinly scattered, in different 
regions and distant ages, who lived not for themselves 
ar their families, but for their country and for man- 
jkind. 

And now, fellopr^citizens, amidst those melancfao* 
Ij privations which we are experiencing, year after 
year> may we not oresume the plaintive exclamation^ 

n 
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'^ Our fathers wbi;re ire tbeyV Thim rewraUe iMm 
who fought for us in the field ; who debated for us in 
the forum ; who deliberated for us in the cabinet, and 
in their fervent supplications in the pulpit carried avt 
appeal to the God pf nations^ are gone : We have 
seen them gliding along the stream of time until, wiCb 
a few exceptions, they are all merged in '^ eternitjr'a 
ocean." And whether we regard the purity of thfl»r 
patriotism, or the soundness of their poJiticiJ wisdom^ 
or the fervour of their love of country, or the disinte- 
jestedness of their exertions, a constellation mow 
bright, a constellation so bright, has rarely sbed ite 
lustre on this earth in any country or age. Home 
could, indeed, boast of her Csssar, and Greece of her 
Alexander, and France of her Napoleon, bui the pre^ 
eminence of these men consisted in the aceuroulatioo 
of those miseries which they were the instruments of 
ir^fiicting on mankind. The prostration of the libw<- 
ties of the world was the rude basis on which they at« 
tempted to rear the fabric of their fame. Their course 
was that of ^the comet, which scorches and consumes 
whatever lies within the sphere of its influence ; and 
4he groans of the oppressed and the bereaved aseend*- 
ed, not to the mercy-seat for benedictions on their 
iieads, but to the awful throne of justice f^r the exe« 
CUtion of vengeance. Our patriots were actuated by 
purer and nobler principles* Their elevation coosisth 
ed, not merely in the pre-eminence of tiieir talents^ 
but of their virtues, and of those blessings which they 
were instrumental in diffusing. All solicitude for 
their own ease, or fame, or fortune, was seemingly ab- 
sorbed in deeper solicitude for the welfiare of tbair 
offspring, and of their country, and for the emancipfti* 
tioo of a subjugated, and degraded world. Their 
march resembled that of the. sun, which vivifies^ and 
exhilerates, and cherishes, wherever it shines. Birtt 
althoMgh these venerable men are gone, bow large is 
the legacy which they bequeathed ? They have left 
the result of their political experience to instruct 
Vs J the exaipple of their viKues to be imitated by ua, 
BDu tb^ patrimony of freedom* civil and sacrpdi^ tp efi« 
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rfeb es, and to be imptoved by us. Yes, that fair in- 
beritance tbey have transmitted to us unincumbered ; 
ttnd our charter to it is written in the blood of mar- 
tyred heroes, and patriots, and sages. Brethren, there 
fs a responsibility resting upon us, their posterity and 
successors, which does not rest on the population of 
any other portion of the globe. More has been done 
for us, and therefore more is reasonably required of 
us. Indeed, as a nation, from the commencement of 
our history, we have been distinguished by the God 
•of Providence from all the other nations of the eartb. 
In contemplating his dealings with our fathers, when 
ihey trembling]}^ placed their feet on the shores of this 
western waste ; tiieir protection amidst the incursions 
of the aboriginal inhabitants; their triumph when 
compelled by a sense of self-justice to repel the impo- 
aittons of the parent country; their harmony of senti- 
ment in the digestion and adoption of our unparallel- 
ed ciTil constitution ; our undisturbed repose while 
the tempest of war has been frequently bursting forth, 
and desolating the fairest portions of the eastern 
world; the progress of the finer arts, of literature, of 
commerce, of agriculture, and of the interests of reli- 
gion ; when all these facts are brought to our recollec- 
tion, we are constrained, with emotions of amazement 
and of gratitude, to ask * What hath Jehovah wrought?" 
I think of it, and speak of it with profound humility 
and awe, that, in his dispensations to us he has appa- 
rently departed from his ordinary track in dealing 
with the nations of the earth. His conduct originally 
with the colonies, and afterwards with the confedera- 
ted states bas approached nearer to miracle than h|s 
procedure with any people since the redemption of 
Israel from their bondage in Egypt and Eabylon.-— 
Holding in their band the staff of the promise, our 
pilgrim fathers ventured on the mountain-wave of the 
Atlantic, and reached the margin of this hemisphere a 
little, impoverished, disheartened band, and to bow 
many millions have they already multiplied ? How 
bas the *< desert blossomed,*' and the barren wilderness 
upder their cultivating band become ^ a fruitful field ?' 
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Where onice 9t<)ocl tbe uni^Ujri miserablf^ but of the 
Indian, yqu aqw behold tbe magnificent, bospittiMt 
qiansipp of civili7^d man, and tbe temples of devptipn 
fearing tbeir ballowed spires ; you bear tbe melodjr 
of tbe ^< songs of salvation" bursting barmonious from 
ten thousand, tbousand voices wbere notbing bad been 
heard for ages but tbe howling of savage bensts, or 
the yells of more savage men; you see tbe lights of 
science and religion illumining and cheering alike ib» 
humble cottage sind tbe splendid palace, and all the 
htounties of Providence, and tbe substantial ibtt§oyr 
oients ol life poured forth in rich profusion on the ta- 
bles of the industrious, virtuous poor, no leas than oa 
those of the opulent. Here no distinctions of rani or 
character are recognized ; none but those wbiefa are 
the result of an honourable competitioD for slalions ot 
emolument or trust. In the closet, ajid in the family* 
and in Ibe sanctuary, we ofier our orisons to the Aur 
thorof our blessings, and there is none to disturb. No 
supercilious prelate *< lords it over the conscience" of 
the Christian; no hungry tax-gatbere> invades and 
plunders the field of tte citizen, f' Every man ffl^ts'^ 
peacefully *' under Hb own vine, and beneath the sba- 
4ow of his own fig-tree." 

Thou Arbiter of worlds, who bast been in a man- 
ner so signal, the God of our fathers, continue thy 
smiles to us although tbeir degenerate descendants ; 
give to our civil magistrates, and our nEiinisters of re^ 
iigion, and to all classes of our citizens ** jtbat right- 
eousness which exalteth a nation :" May thy benedic- 
tion descend in liberal measure on our beloved off- 
spring, from generation to generation : May there be 
no limit to tbe duration of the liberties, and prosperi- 
ty, and glory of our favoured country, but the coiif 
summation of time and the dissolution ef worlds. 

** Haily O landylong may old tipne l^hold 
^ Freedom o'er thee her standard wide vOaiM, 
<* While ages thaH reil on : , 

.*' TiU.to a chaoa drope agato.thia hall, 

< ^ Till worldH; to primogeuial npthii^ '|I|I1, -^ 

« Ai^ WWW thjr hfl^, 9 ^up - " ^ 
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